
Heritage Information

A The Seaton Burn waggonway was used 
in the 19th century for hauling coal from the 
collieries down to the ships on the River Tyne.

B Weetslade Country Park is on the site of 
the former colliery. It now is part of a wild-life 
corridor and the Living Landscape project. 
Reed beds at the foot of the old spoil heap 
attract a wide variety of birds and insects.

C 6 mile bridge got its name from its position 
six miles out of Newcastle. A small rural 
hamlet existed here before 1838 but, once 
the Seaton Burn colliery began operating 
in 1841, workers came from all over the 
country to work in the pit. The population rose 
rapidly but by 1948 the pit was exhausted. 
Shortly afterwards, in 1953, the Brenkley 
Drift Mine started and continued to 1985.

The two old terraces to the left of the route 
are among the few remaining pit rows left 
in Seaton Burn. They had only 3 rooms but 
often were home to families of 13 members. 
Sanitation was basic, often open middens that 
were allowed to run off into the nearby burn.
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The Walk: Section 3

Start: The Grey Horse Inn on the main road in Burradon
(NZ  270 722)

1 Cross the road away from the Grey Horse Inn and join 
the Seaton Burn waggonway (part of the Reivers’ Cycle 
Route). Go straight ahead, over the main railway line and 
under the A189 road bridge. Cross the minor road into 
the Weetslade Country Park and continue straight ahead 
to the T-junction at the foot of the landscaped spoil heap. 
Bear right and stay on this path winding up towards the 
summit. Near the top, take the rough track going downhill 
on the right (but first take a look at the art installations 
and the view over North Tyneside from the top). 

2 Descend on the rough track and, at the first junction, 
go straight ahead and keep on this path until reaching 
an information board. Bear right to cross a stream and 
continue straight ahead across a field towards some trees. 
Beyond the trees, take the waymarked waggonway on the 
right which continues to the main road through Wideopen. 

3 Cross over the road and continue on the waggonway 
(still the Reivers’ Cycle Route). Keep to the right, behind a 
terrace of houses. At the end of the terrace, bear left down 
the road for a short distance to the track through trees to a 
lane. Ahead is the A1M. Turn right on the lane, continue to 
cross the A1M by a bridge. At the end of the first field leave 
the cycle route onto a footpath on the left and continue along 
this footpath, with views of the lake on the right. Cross the 
footbridge and turn right, then left, to reach the car park.

D Big Waters was formed by the collapse of
the deep mine workings here. It has 
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4 Cross the car park, aiming for the right hand edge of the wood
ahead, where a footpath leads to a T junction. Turn right. Follow
a clear path with a hedge on the right until it goes through a gap 
in the hedge. Ignore the gate for the Big Waters Nature Reserve 
and continue with the hedge now on the left until reaching a 
farm track. Go straight ahead on this track and where the track 
bends to the right, continue straight ahead on a footpath.

5 At the next farm track, continue straight ahead, with a small
wood on your right. After a short distance, a stream comes in 
from the right. Continue along the bank of stream for 200 yards 
to cross a metal footbridge on the right. Turn left and follow the 
left hand side of the playing fields until the road is reached.

6 On reaching the road, turn right. Turn left shortly after St
Matthew’s church along the road signed to Ponteland. After half a 
mile take the first road right, then the first road left, towards
Prestwick Carr. Continue straight ahead until the hard surface
ends.

7 Go straight ahead, crossing the stream on the footbridge.
Ponteland golf course is on the left. Continue to a T-junction and
turn left. Follow the track, passing the duck pond at Eland Hall
Farm on your right. Continue around to the right on the lane and
on into Ponteland.

since been landscaped and made available to
the public as a recreational area. Part of the lake
is maintained by the Northumberland Wildlife
Trust as a bird sanctuary.

E Dinnington has had inhabitants since well
before the Iron Age (700 BC). More recently, 
it has been a mining village.

F Prestwick Carr was once a lake surrounded
by marshy wet land. It was used as a source of
peat and, when flooded, would be used for
fishing. At these times, the parish priest in
Ponteland could only get to Dinnington by boat.
Today, it is a designated Site of Special
Scientific Interest. It is an area of wet grassland
where wild ponies roam and cattle graze and
many species of birds can be seen. As with
Weetslade, it forms part of a Living Landscape
wildlife corridor.

G Eland Hall was mainly built in the early 18th
century. It stands on higher ground than the
marshy Prestwick Carr.

H Ponteland has existed since Saxon times.
In 1242, the church was the scene of the signing
of a peace treaty between King Henry III of 
England and King Alexander of Scotland.
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